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TRANSLATION

Dear Takamadonomiya All Japan Junior High School English Speech Contest: 



I am a 15 year-old Chinese girl studying at a Japanese Junior High School.  In order to attend the Takamadonomiya 54th All Japan English Speech Contest I have worked hard to, among other things, compose a speech and practice my English pronunciation.  However, I cannot attend because of the rules to qualify for this years contest.  When I heard this from my teacher I was very sad.  I felt like there was nothing I could do and this upset me.  Because of these rules many foreigners like me who live in Japan also have been deprived of the chance to participate in this contest.  This is why I feel I must express my opinion about these rules, which are explained below.


Firstly, restriction 2a states, “If you are born in a foreign country and have stayed abroad past your 5th birthday.”  Also, restriction 2b states “If after your 5th birthday you have lived in a foreign country for over a total of one year, or if you have lived in a foreign country over a continuous six-month period.”  Both of these restrictions are based only on the condition that you have lived in a foreign country.  For students who have lived in non-English speaking foreign countries I think these rules are unjust.  Furthermore, restriction 3 states, “If any of your parents or grandparents are foreigners (including naturalized Japanese) in principle you cannot be admitted.”  I think only students who can speak English at home should be excluded.  Also, I think it is cruel that foreigners whose parents and grandparents cannot speak a word of English are excluded.


Last year I was able to participate in this competition.  I met many people, and thanks to the volunteers at the Japan National Student Association who helped set up the contest I was able to create many memories, and make many friends which will stay with me forever.  Furthermore, the friendship that was developed at this contest encouraged everyone including myself.  It opened our eyes to a larger world and allowed my heart to grow as a whole.  This is something that can only occurs at the national competition.  Even students who don’t advance to the national competition however, learn the significance of speaking their opinions in front of many people. Regrettably, because of this year’s restrictions many students like me have been deprived of the chance to have these precious experiences.  I fervently hope that these restrictions can be re-examined.  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Anonymous Junior High 3rd grade Student from China
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